CONTENTS

PREFACE ..ottt ettt sttt 7
INTRODUCTION ..ottt sttt ettt 10
TABLE OF LANGUAGE NAME ABBREVIATIONS .....cccoviiieirieicceceeeee 13
TABLE OF SOURCE NAME ABBREVIATIONS ......ccooiiiiiniinieinccrcenececee 14
1.1. DIACHRONIC SEMANTICS IN ANCIENT AND EARLY
MODERN TIMES ...ttt 17
1.2. THE 19™ CENTURY AND AFTER ...cccoeiiniiiniiineincincncceeeeeieeiene 19
1.3. STRUCTURALISM, CHOMSKYAN LINGUISTICS
AND THE COME-BACK OF DIACHRONIC SEMANTICS ......ccccccovvinneunn 24
1.4. SEMANTIC LAWS — BREAL, SPERBER, WILLIAMS, KLEPARSKI
AND OTHERS ..ottt 26
1.4.1. Laws and Regularities of Semantic Change — Other Contributors ............ 40
2.1. TYPES OF SEMANTIC ALTERATIONS ....ciiiiiiieiiieinieirieeeieeeieeeieeeeeeene 46
2.1.1. Bréal’s TYPOLOZY ..ccieiiiieieiieie ettt 49
2.1.2. Stern’s TYPOLOZY ...eeueruiruiriiniiniiriintenteseetee ettt 54
2.1.3. Other Types of Semantic Change ...........ccecereeienieiinieeeeee e 57
2.1.3.1. CONCRETE > ABSTRACT Semantic Change ...........ccccecveverrrvnen. 57
2.1.3.2. ABSTRACT > CONCRETE Semantic Change ...........ccccccvevereevnen. 60
2.1.3.3. Evaluative Semantic Change ...........ccooceeveeviievienieieniicieeecee e 62
2.1.3.3.1. AMELOTAION ..viviiiiiieieieieieee ettt 62
2.1.3.3.2. PEJOTAION ...vevieeiiiieniieiieiieieeit ettt sie et e s e e e 65
2.1.4. Semasiological vs. Onomasiological Approaches to Semantic Change ....68
2.1.5. ELYMOIOZY .eouviieniiiieiieieeeieee ettt 70
2.1.5.1. FOlK EtyMOIOZY ..eeeeiiiieiiiiieieciiee et 72
2.2. MECHANISMS OF SEMANTIC CHANGE .....cccoccotniiniiniiinncneenecnene 74
2.2.1. BUphRemiSm ...cc.oooiiiiiiiiiiet e 76

2.2.2. Metaphor and MEtONYIMY .......cccecvveruierierireieirieeenreereereeseereeseereeseereeneenas 78



2.2.2.1. MEtaPROT ..ottt s 80

2.2.2.2. MELOTLYINY ...eeiuiieiiiieiieeiieesite ettt ettt ettt ettt et site et esaaeebee e 84
2.2.2.3. SYNECAOCRE ..ottt 90
2.2.3. EIIPSIS teueeuiieiirieiiiteeisteeste ettt 92
224, ANALOZY wooviieeieeiit et ettt raeenaeennes 93
2.2.5. Polysemy and Semantic Change ............cccoceevverieieriiecienieieeeeieeeeeee e 94
2.2.5.1. Polysemy and Persistence of Meaning ............cccceevvevvereeveneeeennnennn. 97
2.2.6. GrammaticaliZatION .........cc.eoveieiiieiiirireeee et 99
3.1. SEMANTIC FIELDS AND SEMANTIC CHANGE .....cccccooeiniiiiireieee, 99
3.1.1. Application of Fields to the Current Study of Semantic Change ............. 102
4.1. MOTIVATIONS FOR DIACHRONIC SEMANTIC CHANGE .........ccccc.c..... 113
4.1.1. Extralinguistic Causes of Diachronic Semantic Change ............c.......... 119
4.1.1.1. On the Relevance of Socio-economic Reality,

Religion and Culture .........c.ccooeriiiiiiiiiiieceeccee e 121
4.1.2. Linguistic Causes of Diachronic Semantic Change ............cccceecevereneennee 125
4.1.2.1. GrammaticaliZatioN ..........ccveveeeeieieieiietiee ettt 130
4.1.2.2. Lexicalization and Grammaticalization ...........c..cocceceverenenerieneene. 134
4.1.2.3. Pragmatics and GrammaticaliZation ..........c..ceceevererenenenenieneennennes 136
4.1.2.4. Metaphor and GrammaticaliZation .............cecceverererenenenenieriennennee 137

5.1. NEW ANGLES ON SEMANTIC CHANGE: THE RZESZOW SCHOOL OF
DIACHRONIC SEMANTICS ....coiiiiiiieiiieirieieeteeieeee e 138
5.1.1. RSDS Studies in Metaphor .........ccccoeoieiiiieniieieeeseeeseee e 138
5.1.1.1. The Intricacies 0f ZOOSEMY ........cccereeruerierierieniieiienieeee e 139
5.1.1.2. You Are what You Eat — FoodSemy .........cccccceviriininnincnniencee 145
5.1.1.2.1. The Semantics of Meat and Dairy Products ............cccceevnnee. 147
5.1.1.2.2. Linguistic Wammel Syndrome ............ccocceevvereevverenieneeeennns 149
5.1.1.3. Gustasemy and PIantoSemy ..........ccccoevvveveririeriieiieniieieneeeee e 151
AFTERWORD ..ottt ettt 154

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt 156



